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Three entrepreneurial ventures to break the technological blockade

Zhang Rujing: China’s Chip "Breaker”

By MuRrongSuJuan, Dean and Editor in Chief of Dahua Chip Research Institute
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[Person of the Issue] Zhang Rujing was born
in 1948 in Nanjing and moved to Taiwan with his parents
the following year. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Mechanical Engineering from National Taiwan University, a
Master’s in Engineering Science from the State University
of New York, and a Ph.D. in Electronic Engineering from
Southern Methodist University.

Zhang worked at Texas Instruments for 20 years, during
which he established and managed 10 semiconductor
fabs across the United States, Japan, and ltaly. After
retiring from TI, he served as General Manager of United
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Microelectronics Corporation in Taiwan. In 2000, he raised
$1.4 billion to found SMIC, propelling the company into the
world’s leading chip manufacturing tier. He subsequently
invested in four LED companies in China. In 2014, he
founded Xinsheng Semiconductor, addressing gaps in
silicon materials for the mainland semiconductor industry.
At the age of 70, he embarked on another entrepreneurial
venture in 2018, founding XINN Integrated Circuit Co., Ltd.
in Qingdao. In 2022, he joined Shanghai Jita Semiconductor
Co., Ltd., serving as Executive Director and Dean of Jita
Academy.
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